Why STOR?
Short Term Operating Reserve (STOR) is the
process of creating a virtual power station by
aggregating various existing onsite standby
generation plants capable of offsetting site
demands or businesses willing to practice loadreduction in times of critical need on the UK’s
National Grid. The STOR service enables additional
active power to be obtained from generation,
demand reduction or a combination of both.
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STOR is a vital component of the UK’s
energy infrastructure. National Grid relies
on STOR for its Balancing Services to
provide energy at times of critical strain
on the electricity network. STOR is used
predominantly to provide an additional
service for short durations, such as if a
large power station should fail. The most
common triggers for requiring STOR
are unplanned outages on the larger
generation fleet (nuclear, coal, gas,
interconnectors) or Demand Forecast
Errors leading to the market not delivering
the correct level of power to meet the
UK’s demand.
The generation mix is changing rapidly
over the coming decade. National Grid
is looking at its ‘toolbox’ of services
including STOR to determine the best
set of tools to meet the challenges of

balancing UK energy demand and supply
as the generation mix evolves. Given
the challenges National Grid face in the
coming period, STOR will still remain
an important balancing service and the
overall requirement for STOR will grow to
ensure long term security of supply.

Who Can Participate?
STOR is open to participants who
operate generation equipment and
have the capability to either switch on
generation assets or to decrease site
consumption. Total Gas & Power and
UKPR offer the potential to find the right
partners to participate in the lucrative
STOR Programme.
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THE POTENTIAL FOR PROFITABILITY
A UKPR DEMAND SIDE BALANCING SERVICE
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Balancing Reserve procured
through competitive tenders.
Contracts last for up to 2 years.

UK Power Reserve is the leading independent
developer and operator of flexible, smart and
affordable power generation.
From site purchasing to operations and plant
design to grid connections, we bring a unique
expertise to the UK energy market.
We participate in a variety of Energy Balancing
Services and provide third-party aggregation and
Demand Side Response (DSR) management and
trading services.
UK Power Reserve’s portfolio is the size of a largescale CCGT (combined cycle gas turbine) generator
but at a much lower cost to the consumer, with
a faster-acting response time and a geographic

spread across the country rather than a single plant
concentrated in one location. It is the largest reserve
power portfolio in the UK and places the company
amongst the largest independent reserve power
providers in the EU. This ensures greater security
of supply at lower risk, while delivering affordability
and addressing the Energy Trilemma. We consider
ourselves to have the smartest power generation
capabilities in the UK.
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